
Intercessions for Sunday, March 22 

For Pope Francis and all church leaders, that they be 
a light for the world during this time of adversity 
and challenge, we pray to the Lord . . . . 

For world, national and local political leaders, that 
they make difficult decisions in prioritizing health 
and well-being for all, we pray to the Lord . . . . 

 For our St. Stephen community, that we not be 
blind, but rather seek to be the light of Christ in all 
our words and actions, we pray to the Lord . . . .For 
all health care providers, that they be given the 
strength and wisdom to address the needs of our 
world at this time, we pray to the Lord  . . . . 

For all people, that during this time of isolation, we 
be comforted by the knowledge that we are never 
isolated from Christ’s love, we pray to the Lord . . . . 

For those who have died and those who mourn for 
them, we pray to the Lord . . .  

 

Mass 

Mass will be broadcast live from the St. Stephen Facebook page 
(visit https://www.facebook.com/ststephenbradshaw/, or use 
the link on the parish website home page, ssparish.org). You 
don’t need a Facebook account to  see the Mass or the other 
parish information. To view the Mass, you may have to scroll 
down until you see Fr. Paul or Fr. George in the church) 

• Sunday at 9:15am 

• Monday – Friday 7:30am & 3:30pm 

• Saturday – 7:30am 

The readings for this Sunday:  

Reading 1:  1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

Reading 2: Ephesians: 5:8-14 

Gospel: John 9:1-41 

The Mass readings for each day’s Mass can be found at http://
www.usccb.org/ .  There is a calendar on the right side of the 
home page; just click on the date and you will be taken to the 
readings for that day.   
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St. Stephen Church 

From Fr. George 

Dear Parishioners and Friends:  

 I hope you and your loved ones are doing well these 
days. Remember to take a moment to check on fami-
ly, friends, and neighbors, especially those who may 
live alone. Hearing a familiar voice, even for a few 
moments can give hope and reduce the anxiety 
someone may be feeling. 

Let us keep each other in prayer. Remember that 
when we feel alone and worried, Jesus calmly says to 
us, “Be not afraid”. Let us remember His comforting 
words as we face the challenges ahead. Fr. Paul and I 
pray daily that the Lord may shower you and your 
loved ones with His Grace and Blessings in these 
most worrisome days. 

Since we are implementing our Precautionary 
Measures of suspending Masses, we encourage all 
faithful to pray the Act of Spiritual Communion since 
we are unable to receive the Sacrament of Holy Com-
munion personally. We encourage you to pray the 
simple prayer below while watching our live stream-
ing of the Masses here on our Facebook page while 
the Communion proper is ongoing.  

How to make an Act of Spiritual Communion: 

Make the Sign of the Cross 

Read the Mass Readings 

Recite the Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I 
cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
You as if You were already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated 
from You. Amen.” 

I will continue to keep all of you in my prayers during 
this challenging time.  

God Bless, 

Father George  
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Setting up a Catholic Home Altar 

  
Choose a Space: Choose a surface that all 
the family members can see: a low table, 
shelf, piano top, etc.  

Place a Linen: Use a simple cloth, or per-
haps you have a hand-sewn family heirloom.  

Add a Crucifix and Bible: Do you have a 
small crucifix that stands, or one you can 
affix to the wall above your new home al-
tar?  This helps draw our prayerful attention 
to our faith in Jesus.  Take turns reading 
Scripture passages from your Bible, which 
helps everyone learn where to find their fa-
vorite passages.  

 Add Sacramentals: Rosaries, icons, holy 
cards, and statues of your family’s favorite 
saints help us remember the Communion of 
Saints who are there to hear our prayers and 
intercede on our behalf to our loving and 
merciful God!  Children can go outdoors and 
collect one small natural item that fits in 
their hand which reminds them of God.  

Light a Candle: A simple candle in glass is a 
safe choice.  

Pray! Choose a book of Catholic prayers, or 
daily Catholic devotional to get you start-
ed.  Praying together as a family is so im-
portant, and is what strengthens the Domes-
tic Church!  All the items you choose for your 
altar ultimately direct your prayers to our 
Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!   

Outreach to Seniors 

Several parishioners are willing to run errands and deliver med-
ication or groceries to your door.  Please contact us if you have 
a need.  Also, let Kellie know if you willing to shop and deliver 
items to our senior parishioners. 

A local restaurant is offering a pre-cooked meal delivery 
service to seniors for $50 for 3 generous meals.  Contact Kellie 
if you would like to sponsor a senior already on their list or  if 
you need to add a senior to the list.   

Contact Kellie at kellie@ssparish.org (email is best) or 410-592-
7294 if you need help, or to volunteer to help.  

Making the Most of the Situation 

Part of meeting people 
where they are is walk-
ing where they are, no 
matter what. Dynamic 
Catholic has sugges-
tions and videos for 
children, teens, and 
adults to help you get closer to your family and to God. 
Because when this is all over, we want you to be a-better-
version-of-yourself!  

So, visit https://dynamiccatholic.com/  for some ideas to 
stay focused on what matters most and to keep your 
weeks filled with Holy Moments. Check it out! 
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