
Intercessions for Sunday, March 29 

For Pope Francis and all church leaders, that they be 
a source of hope in an anxious world, we pray to the 
Lord . . . . 

For all governments, that they might work together 
in solidarity in solving the world heath crisis that we 
now face, we pray to the Lord . . .  

For our St. Stephen community, that we continually 
surrender our lives to God and place our trust in 
Him, we pray to the Lord . . . 

For all people, that during this time of isolation, we 
might use it to draw closer in our relationship with a 
loving God, we pray to the Lord . . . . 

For all of us, that we may each find a way to do our 
part in living in compassion, kindness and gratitude, 
we pray to the Lord . . . . 

For all those who are sick and those who care for 
them, that they will experience the healing touch of 
Jesus, we pray to the Lord . . . . 

For those who have died, that they will be raised into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, we pray to the Lord . . .  

 

The readings for this Sunday:  

Reading 1:  Ezekiel 37: 12-14 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 130, 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

Reading 2: Romans 8:8-11 

Gospel: John 11: 1-45 

These readings might help you as you ask yourself the 
questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults: How does belief in the resurrection 
from the dead affect your daily life? 

Children: What do you hope for after your life on 
earth is ended? 

The Mass readings for each day’s Mass can be found at 
http://www.usccb.org/.  There is a calendar on the right 
side of the home page; just click on the date and you 
will be taken to the readings for that day.   
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St. Stephen Church 

Today’s Gospel 
Sometimes there are trials in our life, by God’s mysterious 
design, to bring us to greater things. The Lord permits these 
trials and difficulties for various reasons. But, if we are faith-
ful, every trial is ultimately for our glory and the glory of 
God.  

In today’s Gospel, notice that Jesus does not rush to pre-
vent the illness of Lazarus. Rather, he permits it for now in 
order that something greater, God’s Glory in Jesus, be mani-
fest. In addition, it is for Lazarus’ own good and his share in 
God’s glory. 

It is this way with us as well. We do not always understand 
what God is up to in our life. His ways are often mysterious, 
even troubling to us. But our faith teaches us that his myste-
rious permission of our difficulties is ultimately for our good 
and for our glory. 

 Msgr. Charles Pope, writing at blog.adw.org 

March 29, 2020 - The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

The Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to re-
ceive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment re-
ceive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 
You. Amen.” 

For a beautiful conversation about the powerful op-
tion of  Spiritual Communion during this time, and 
any time,  listen to https://www.catholic.com/audio/
caf/spiritual-communion-in-a-time-of-coronavirus  

Mass and Stations of the Cross 

Mass will be broadcast live from the St. Stephen Facebook 
page (visit https://www.facebook.com/ststephenbradshaw/, 
or use the link on the parish website home page,            
ssparish.org). You don’t need a Facebook account to  see  
the Mass or the other parish information. To view the Mass, 
click on “videos” on the left side, and choose the Mass by 
date, or the Stations of the Cross) 

• Sunday at 9:15am 

• Monday – Friday 7:30am & 3:30pm 

• Saturday – 7:30am 

http://www.usccb.org/
https://www.catholic.com/audio/caf/spiritual-communion-in-a-time-of-coronavirus
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https://www.facebook.com/ststephenbradshaw/


Prayer to St. Michael  
the Archangel 

St. Michael the Archangel,  

defend us in battle. Be our pro-

tection against the wickedness 

and snares of the Devil.  May 

God rebuke him, we humbly 

pray, and do thou,  O Prince of 

the heavenly hosts, by the pow-

er of God, thrust into hell Sa-

tan, and all the evil spirits,  who 

prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.       

Amen.  

Helping Hands Food Pantry 

We will continue to collect non-perishable food items 
in our storage bin, located in the donation room under 
the back porch of the parish center.  If you drop off 
items and notice the bin is full, please contact Kellie at 
kellie@ssparish.org (email is best) or 410-592-7294. 

The Helping Hands Food Pantry is closed but can be 
opened by emergency appointment only. Contact Kellie 
for more information.  

Our Parish Family 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:   

Catherine Furnkas 

Francis (Frank) Kaufmann  

We welcome these new parishioners to the  
St. Stephen family:  

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew LiPira 

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Chirico 

At Home with Your Faith  

Archbishop Lori and the staff of the Archdiocese of Balti-
more have created At Home with Your Faith as a gift to   
the beloved parishioners and families of our archdiocese  – 
to assist them in living their Catholic faith and growing 
closer to Christ in these challenging times.  

This day-by-day compilation of sugges-
tions comes from some of their favorite 
Catholic ministries. You and those you 
love will find At Home with Your 
Faith  helpful in embracing the sacrific-
es and the graces of this new way of liv-
ing our faith in the domestic church, your home. Visit 
https://www.archbalt.org/at-home/  

From the Business Office: 
We hope you are availing yourself of our daily and weekend 
live Mass broadcasts.  As you are aware, our weekend masses 
are the largest source of income for the church and helps us 
maintain our operating services to the St. Stephen communi-
ty.  With normal Mass services cancelled until further notice, 
you may want to consider on-line giving.  The link to our 
electronic giving can be found on the parish facebook page 
and our parish website at https://ssparish.org/ . 

You can also use Text to Give.  Just text “register” to 410-237-
8023, click the link in the reply, fill out the form and submit 
your registration!  You will be able to text a donation amount 
to 410-237-8023.  You will receive a confirmation text.  The 
payment method you chose in your registration will be 
charged.  It is as easy as that and completely secure! 

The parish is receiving and processing our mail each day.  
You may also mail in your weekly offering. 

Thank you for your consideration, and God bless you all! 
  Bob Melewski 

Not Canceled 

God’s grace is alive and earth is still charged with the 
grandeur of God. God’s love for you is not canceled. The 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit is not canceled. The grace 
of Jesus Christ is not canceled. The Communion of 
Saints is not canceled. The Resurrection of the dead is 
not canceled. The efficacy of prayer is not canceled. The 
redemption of the human race is not canceled.  

God’s call to you to be a person of prayer, a priest, a 
prophet, a king – not canceled. The Lord’s call to you to 
be that priest who is a person of prayer who speaks to 
God and listens to God – not canceled. The call of God 
to you to be a prophet who consoles others and chal-
lenges others – not canceled. God’s call to you to be a 
king, a queen, a monarch who builds up the communi-
ty, especially in difficult circumstances – not only can-
celed but quadrupled.  

God’s gift to you of faith – not canceled. God’s gift to 
you of hope – not canceled. God’s gift to you of charity – 
not canceled.  A lot of stuff is canceled. What matters 
most is what isn’t. 

 Fr. Hank Hilton. St. Joseph Church,  
 Hillsborough, NJ  

Drive up Confessions will be held Tuesday 
March 31st from 10:30-11:30am and 1:30-2:30 pm. Further 

information will be posted on our various social media sites 
and will be sent out by Flocknote. 
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