
The readings for the Solemnity of 
the Ascension of the Lord:  

Reading 1:  Acts 1:1-11 

Psalm 47 

Reading Ephesians 1:17-23  

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 

These readings might help you as you ask 
yourself the questions of the week: 

Teens/Adults: With whom have you shared 
the good news of Jesus in the past month? 

Children: What good news about Jesus could 
you share with someone?  
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From Fr. George 

Dear Friends  
I hope all is well with you and your loved ones. We are finalizing 
plans for Drive through Confessions  on Tuesday May 26, from 
10:30-11:30, and 1:30-2:30. More details will follow via Flocknote 
and on our social media sites. I want to thank all our staff who 
have worked hard over the past months so that we could keep up 
with everyone.  

As we celebrate Memorial Day this weekend, let’s remember those 
who made the supreme sacrifice in service to our Country. May 
God bless you and your loved ones in the week to come. 

Fr. George  

Intercessions for Sunday, May 24 

For Pope Francis, bishops, priests, and all religious, that their lives 
may always give witness to the Risen Christ, we pray to the Lord. . .  

For world leaders, that they work together to ease the suffering of 
all people, especially those most vulnerable and marginalized 
among us, we pray to the Lord . . . .  

For our St. Stephen community, that our faith be continually 
strengthened by the presence of Jesus who is with us always, we 
pray to the Lord . . . 

For those who are alone, isolated and fearful during this pandemic 
and for their families who are unable to be with them, that they 
will be comforted by God’s constant love for them, we pray to the 
Lord . . . . 

In thanksgiving for our St. Stephen priests, deacon and staff, as 
they continue to work to keep our parish family connected during 
this time of social distancing and isolation, we pray to the Lord . . .  

For all Christians, that our example may give witness to the pre-
cious gift of human life in this world and the invitation to eternal 
life in the next, we pray to the Lord . . .  

For those who have died, that they may eternally rest in the peace 
of Christ, we pray to the Lord . . . . 



Changing your life, to change the 
world. 

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all na-
tions  . . .” 

If you take today’s Gospel seriously, you see 
that Christ never said anything about the 
purpose of the Church being to establish 
faith-based infrastructure for the benefit of 
its members.  

No! What Christ wants his Church to do is 
to make disciples. The purpose of this vast 
network of institutions is not to serve our 
faith-based needs, but to create the condi-
tions for the possibilities for more disciples. 
If the infrastructure we are maintaining is 
not fulfilling the purpose of making disci-
ples, then whose purpose does it serve? 
Christ’s? Or someone else’s? 

If we use the Church for any purpose other 
than for what Christ intends, our efforts will 
falter and fail. We are called by Christ into 
his Church to advance the cause of his king-
dom. And it is the cause, the purpose, of 
Christ’s kingdom to change the world. God 
in Christ wants to change this culture in 
much the same way he changed Rome. 

Listen to this (and believe it): when God in 
Christ wants to change the situation on 
earth, he sends us; he sends you. He has 
sent the Church. 

What are you here for? What is the Church 
for? 

To bear Christ’s heaven into this world; and 
in doing so, to change your life; and in 
changing your life, to change the world. 

Fr. Steve Grunow, writing at wordonfire.org 

The Lord, barely hidden 

Lord, catch me off guard today. Surprise me 
with some moment of beauty or pain. So that at 
least for the moment I may be startled into seeing 
that you are here in all your splendor, always and 
everywhere, barely hidden, beneath, beyond, 
within this life I breathe.      Amen. 

Frederick Buechner, from Decision Point 
(Dynamic Catholic Institute, 2014, p. 57) 

Rosary with our Sisters on Facebook and YouTube 

Our Sisters of Sr. Francis of Philadelphia 
have recorded a recitation of the ro-
sary  honoring our Blessed Mother 
Mary.  Spend some time in prayer with 
the Sisters as they sing and recite 
the Joyous Mysteries of the Rosary at the 
various Marian statues and images 
around our St. Stephen Cam-
pus.    Link:  https://

www.facebook.com/111671959653/videos/249364733154676/  or 
on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=nxTjE0FcWRQ&feature=youtu.be   
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The Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You 
into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.       

           Amen. 

Faith Formation 2020-2021  
Registration  

Faith Formation registration for Fall 2020 is now in progress.  You may 
register and pay online at  ssparish.org.  Please click on link for Faith 
Formation.   Registration and payment will be found on the left side of 
page.  Classes are held from September through April on Sunday morn-
ings for grades PreK through 8th and Tuesday evenings for High School.  

The following guidelines apply in order to register early childhood stu-
dents: 

 PK 3 children must turn 3 years old by 9/01/2020 and be potty 
trained. 

 PK 4 children must turn 4 years old by 9/01/2020 and be potty 
trained. 

 Kindergarten children must turn 5 years old by 9/01/2020 and be pot-
ty trained 

The guidelines from the Archdiocese of Baltimore require that a stu-
dent MUST  have regular attendance in Faith Formation for one year 
prior to AND the year celebrating each/any Sacrament in a Faith For-
mation Catechesis  program or at a Catholic School.  

If you would like more information, please contact Mrs. Pam Franke at 
pam@ssparish.org or 401-592-8666. 
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