
St. Stephen Church
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

July 5th 2020

14th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year A

For today’s CLOW you will need a Bible!



Let Us Sing: I Heard The Voice of Jesus Say

PARENT NOTE: A couple of the images in the video near the end include somewhat 
graphic scenes of Jesus' Crucifixion taken from the movie "The Passion of the 
Christ." Please preview. Great song for listening to & singing along!

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto Me and rest;
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down Thy head upon My 
breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was, weary and worn and sad;
I found in Him a resting place, and He has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give
The living water; thirsty one, stoop down, and drink, and 
live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life giving stream;
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in 
Him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s Light;
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, and all thy day be bright.”
I looked to Jesus, and I found in Him my Star, my Sun;
And in that light of life I’ll walk, till traveling days are done.

https://youtu.be/fGgKK
MBw0uM



Opening Prayer

"I awake like the birds to 
sing

Songs of praise to you my 
Savior.

That I may join with all 
creation

To worship and celebrate 
the life

You have given me."

From - https://www.living-prayers.com/children/simple_prayers.html



First Reading
Zechariah 9: 9-10

u Thus says the LORD:
Rejoice heartily, O daughter Zion,
shout for joy, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king shall come to you;
a just savior is he,
meek, and riding on an ass,
on a colt, the foal of an ass.
He shall banish the chariot from Ephraim,
and the horse from Jerusalem;
the warrior’s bow shall be banished,
and he shall proclaim peace to the nations.
His dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.



Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 145: 1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14



Second Reading

Romans 8:9, 11-13

u Brothers and sisters:
You are not in the flesh;
on the contrary, you are in the spirit,
if only the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
the one who raised Christ from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies also,
through his Spirit that dwells in you.
Consequently, brothers and sisters,
we are not debtors to the flesh,
to live according to the flesh.
For if you live according to the flesh, you will die,
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body,
you will live.



Gospel Acclamation 

uR. Alleluia, alleluia.
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the 
mysteries of the kingdom.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.



Gospel

Matthew 11: 25-30

u At that time Jesus exclaimed:
“I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
for although you have hidden these things
from the wise and the learned
you have revealed them to little ones.
Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.
All things have been handed over to me by my Father.
No one knows the Son except the Father,
and no one knows the Father except the Son
and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.”

u “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
for I am meek and humble of heart;
and you will find rest for yourselves.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.”



For Parents - Background on the Gospel
u Today’s reading from Matthew’s Gospel comes after a discourse in which Jesus reproaches 

people who have witnessed his mighty deeds yet still lack belief. In this context, today’s 
Gospel explains the reason for this unbelief and reveals what is necessary for faith. Today’s 
Gospel also continues to enhance our understanding of discipleship as last week’s Gospel did.

u Jesus first prays in thanksgiving to God who has made himself known to Jesus’ disciples. He 
praises God who has made himself known to the “little ones” and not to the wise and 
learned. As in other recent readings from Matthew’s Gospel, a contrast is made here between 
the unbelieving Pharisees, who are wise and learned, and the faithful disciples, tax 
collectors, and sinners with whom Jesus keeps company.

u The second part of this reading calls to our attention the unity between the Father and the 
Son. God has made himself known through Jesus, and in knowing Jesus, we come to know the 
Father. In Jesus’ life and in his person, God reveals himself to us.

u In the concluding sentences of today’s Gospel, Jesus’ teaching is again contrasted to the 
teaching of the Pharisees. This common theme of Matthew’s Gospel probably reflects tension 
that existed between Jesus and the Pharisees and between the Pharisees and the community 
of Christians for whom Matthew wrote. Pharisaic Judaism became the predominant form of 
Judaism after the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem about 70 A.D. Here that tension is 
expressed as alternative paths of holiness. The careful observance of the Mosaic law taught 
by the Pharisees could be experienced by some as difficult and burdensome. In contrast, 
Jesus’ way of holiness is presented as uncomplicated and even restful.

From LoyolaPress.Com



Let Us Meditate in Song on today's Gospel! 

https://youtu.be/UdjrjW1-DOM



Let us Pray…

uLord our God, our eyes are fixed on 
you till you show us your mercy: let 
your grace stay with us each day, and 
listen to the prayers we make, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

From AssociationofCatholicPriests.ie










